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FYI: For your information

12.2.21

Upcoming Dates

12.7 - End of 1st Trimester

12.13 - "Substance Abuse: Risks, Effects, and Helpful Conversations" (Zoom)

12.14 - ISC Hot Topic: Meet our new Superintendent Dr. Kahlid Mumin  (Zoom)

12.16 - Elementary Report Cards Posted

12.24-12.31 - Holiday Break

1.5 - CSE January Ed Series: "Anxiety & Our Kids" (Zoom)

1.24 - 1.28 - (Virtual) Cultural Heritage Week

More Dates

K-3 Homeroom Parents Wanted

Calling Merion parents and caregivers in grades K-3: Looking for a way to help out your child's

classroom? Volunteer to be a classroom parent! The Merion HSA has openings for two (2) volunteers

in most classrooms in Grades K-3. Volunteer clearances are required. An information session will be

held once roles are filled. Please email Christina Nicolosi at camodei4@gmail.com if interested.

http://www.merionhsa.org
http://www.merionhsa.org
http://www.merionhsa.org/activitiesevents.html
http://www.merionhsa.org/
http://www.merionhsa.org/save-the-date.html
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Merion Elementary Philabundance Fundraising Drive

PHILABUNDANCE needs the help of every Merion School family this holiday season.

PHILABUNDANCE is a nonprofit organization that distributes nonperishable food items to agencies in

Philadelphia and the surrounding counties. People in our community rely on PHILABUNDANCE to

provide food for families with children. Every $1 donated helps provide two meals to someone in

need.  Because the organization is able to purchase food at wholesale prices, it can stretch a dollar further than if

purchased at retail. Last year, Merion raised $8775 during our virtual food drive.

Go here to donate now through Dec. 23:  http://phlb.convio.net/goto/Merion2021

PALS Socks Fundraiser for Merion HSA

The Merion HSA has partnered with Pals Socks for a cozy toes-y winter fundraiser. Pals sells

mismatched socks featuring characters like a lion and zebra, a cat and dog, a burger and fries, chips

and guac, a dragon and unicorn, a crab and jellyfish, and much more. The company’s motto is "Even

if we don’t match, let’s be pals.” They are perfect as a gift, stocking stuffer, or just awesome socks! 

Order here until Dec. 20: palssocks.rallyup.com/merion

(Virtual) Cultural Heritage Week

(Virtual) Cultural Heritage Week 2022 will begin on Monday, January 24th. Experience the sights,

sounds and arts of the many cultures and family traditions that are represented at Merion

Elementary. Each day of the week, the students will be invited to watch videos (created by Merion

families) and track things that they’ve learned in their “passport”. Students who complete their

passports will be eligible for a prize!

 

For this event to take place, we need YOU. We’re asking families to volunteer to create a short video

(no longer than 3 minutes) that highlight qualities that are unique to their family heritage (similar to

how we’ve done with our in-person events in the past).

 

For more information, visit our website or check out our event flyer.

Merion 4th & 5th Grade Reading Olympics

Merion 4th and 5th graders are invited to join in Merion's Reading Olympics competition. The

Reading Olympics will take place as a virtual event this year on Thursday evening, April 7, 2022.

Merion’s students will collaborate with their teammates and coaches to read 25 books, and at the

competition, they will compete against other LMSD elementary schools to answer questions related

to the books.

The children are expected to attend book meetings that will be offered before school at 8:15 a.m.

starting in late January or early February. If your child is interested in participating, please have

them sign up using the Google Form posted in their Library Google Classroom (in the Classwork tab

under “Reading Olympics”). Contact Amy Fuga (Merion Librarian) with any questions:

fugaa@lmsd.org.

Merion HSA Volunteer Openings (Two Left!)
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http://www.merionhsa.org/virtual-cultural-heritage-week-2022.html
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Thank you to those who have stepped up to volunteer with the HSA! We just have a couple

remaining spots to fill. If you are interested or have questions about any of these roles, please email

merionhsa@gmail.com. Please consider volunteering -- we need your help to carry on with our

wonderful traditions!

 

MLK Day of Service Co-Chair (1 person)

LMSD holds an annual Martin Luther King Afternoon of Service in which HSAs and other groups

organize hands-on community service projects and activities that embody the message of Martin

Luther King Jr.’s teachings. As part of the event, each school sets up an activity or organizes a

community service project. The event will be virtual this year. We have one chairperson and are

looking for a second.

 

Parent Social Chair (1 person)

The Parent Social Committee plans the annual social outing for Merion parents, which typically takes

place in the spring. In the past, when we could join each other in person, it has been a fun night of

music, food, drinks, and fundraising with our silent auction. We recognize the uncertainty of

gathering in person this year, and as such the committee will plan either a permitted in-person

event or a remote alternative. We currently have two volunteers committed to assisting with the

event. We are looking for a third volunteer to chair the committee.

HSA Happenings

Dinner for the Teachers

On November 18th Merion’s HSA treated our hardworking Merion staff to a grab-and-go dinner at

the school to fuel them up for teacher-parent conferences. This is one of many teacher appreciation

events scheduled for the school year. A big thank you to everyone who supports the HSA by paying

dues and participating in our fundraising events, both of which allow us to fund our teacher

appreciation events. And most importantly, thank you to our teachers for being so awesome!

Around LMSD

Welsh Valley Middle School buildOn’s Annual Holiday Shop (12/11/21)

Saturday, December 11, 2021, 10 AM – 1 PM

Welsh Valley Middle School Courtyard (Enter at 325 Tower Lane, Narberth, PA)

 

A shopping experience designed for children, our Holiday Shop offers a wide variety of gifts

for family and friends. Prices range from 50¢ to $15.

Questions? Email Jamie White at whitej@lmsd.org

"Substance Abuse: Risks, Effects, and Helpful Conversations" (12/13/21)

The ISC & LMSD Student Services Department present "Substance Abuse: Risks, Effects and Helpful

Conversations":

Monday, December 13, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/8750564118
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Gretchen Hagenbuch, Regional Coordinator of Student Assistant Programs at Caron Treatment

Centers, will help parents/guardians understand the current substances being used by young adults,

risk factors for a Substance Abuse Disorder and how substances impact growing bodies. Additionally,

there will be discussion on how to initiate and navigate these difficult conversations with students.

 

LMSD Student Services Team member, Diane Zuroski, will highlight the START program and

supports in place at Lower Merion School District.

ISC Hot Topic: Meet the New Superintendent (12/14/21)

Rescheduled from November:

Meet our new Superintendent Dr. Kahlid Mumin:

Tuesday, December 14th, 9:30-11 a.m. via Zoom

Please register in advance (re-register if you had done so for November). After registering, you will

receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

CSE January Ed Series: "Anxiety & Our Kids" (1/5/22)

Anxiety is a growing concern among young people, but especially those with learning differences as

well as those who are gifted and twice exceptional. The pandemic has only elevated those concerns.

How can families recognize anxiety in their child and ensure that they get the support they need?

 

On Wed., Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m., the CSE is delighted to welcome Margot Burke, Psy.D., a licensed

psychologist and director of Milestones Psychology and Wellness, to speak to us about anxiety in our

kids. She'll cover the signs of anxiety, strategies we can use to support our child, and when we

might want to consider professional support.

  

Join us on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81444767972

What is the CSE?

The Committee for Special Education (CSE) is a parent-led volunteer organization serving families of

children with IEPs, GIEPs, and/or 504 Service Agreements in the Lower Merion School District since

1972. Our mission is to support families with information about laws and policies that affect families

of children with educational, social, emotional, or medical needs.

The CSE offers:
Definitions and context around common terminology associated with Special Education
including IEP, GIEPs, 504s, Annotated IEPs and general Community Resources
Monthly educational programs
Volunteer CSE representatives at each Lower Merion school with whom you can talk and find
out how to get connected and find resources in and around the district. 
Parent Socials: Informal gatherings to meet and share information with other families. 
Advocacy: The CSE helps families advocate for their children to obtain resources and services
through training and parent/guardian supports. We work to expand opportunities for children
and young adults with special needs.
Collaboration with LMSD administrators to share parent perspectives, improve programming
and policies, and solve problems.

For more information please visit www.lmsce.org or contact your Merion CSE representatives 

Brian Morgan and Nikki Cayey at CSE.lmsd+mes@gmail.com.

For Your Information
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Notes From the Nurse's Office

Daily COVID-19 screener

All necessary school forms can be accessed at https://www.lmsd.org/departments/health. If

hard copies are needed, please email the Merion School Nurse (volertk@lmsd.org) and forms

will be sent with your student.
Clothes to resupply the Nurse's Office: We are in need of elastic waist pants (shorts, sweats,
leggings) of all sizes to give students who need a change during the school day. Donations
can be sent in with your students with a label for the Nurse's Office.

The FYI is a weekly bulletin put out by the Merion Home & School Association (HSA), Merion

Elementary's parent-teacher association. If you have questions or would like to submit an item,

please email MerionFYI@gmail.com.

Are you on Facebook? Join the private Merion Elementary School Parents group to stay up to date

on Merion happenings and connect with other parents.

Merion Home and
School Association

549 S. Bowman Ave,
Merion, PA 19066

610-645-1470
merionhsa.org
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