
Lower Merion School District 
301 East Montgomery Avenue      Ardmore, PA 19003-3399 

Phone: 610-645-1912      Fax: 610-645-9531      www.lmsd.org 

 
November 23, 2016 
 
Dear Families of Grade 4 Students: 
 
The evaluation process (detailed on the reverse side of this letter) will determine math placement for your 
child for the 2017-18 school year.  We anticipate that the majority of students will continue in the grade level 
program, which will provide appropriate curricular challenges for long-term success.  Students will be 
afforded the opportunity to progress through the district math program and take advantage of the most 
rigorous courses that the district has to offer.  The chart below outlines the current progression of math 
courses beginning in grade 6. 
 
During this 2016-17 school year, we will continue to review and reflect upon the evaluation process and 
examine the measures used to determine student placement.  It is our intent to ensure that all students 
receive meaningful academic and holistic support and are provided access to a rich and challenging math 
experience.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Nancy Acconciamessa 
Supervisor of Elementary STEM 

 
  cc: Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, Director of K-12 Curriculum and Instruction, Supervisor of 

Secondary STEM, Elementary Principals, Middle School Principals, Elementary Counselors, Middle  
           School Counselors, Mathematics Specialists 

 

 

http://www.lmsd.org/


Criteria for Fifth Grade Placement 
 
 
Below is an explanation of the district-wide process and criteria for placement into fifth grade 

mathematics. All of our math courses engage students in making sense of mathematics and emphasize 

reasoning, problem solving, communication and critical thinking.  

 

✓ The grade level math program gives our children the opportunity to fully develop and 

understand the foundational math skills necessary to be successful in Algebra 1 and beyond.   

✓ The accelerated level math program is intended for those students who consistently 

demonstrate that they can apply and extend math content, knowledge and processes beyond 

the grade level curriculum.   

 

• Using the following criteria, a student earning 200 out of 250 points will be placed in 

Accelerated Math in grade 5:  

Curriculum Based 

Placement 

Assessment 

ERB Quantitative ERB Math Benchmarks Grades Performance 

Criteria Score 

 
80 -100 = 50 pts 
70-79 = 40 pts 
60-69 = 30 pts 
50-59 = 20 pts 
Below 50 = 0 pts 

 
80 – 100 = 50 pts 
70 -79 = 30 pts 
Below 70 = 0 pts 
 
 
 

 
80 – 100 = 50 pts 
70 -79 = 30 pts 
Below 70 = 0 pts 

 

 

 
All advanced = 40 pts 
Two advanced = 30 
pts 
One advanced = 20 
pts 
No advanced = 0 pts 

 
All A’s (without 
developing) = 30 points 
 

 
5 = 30 pts 
4 = 20 pts 
3 = 10 pts 
Below 3 = 0 pts 

 
The curriculum 
based placement 
assessment 
measures where 
students are in 
regards to the 
essential grade 5 
math content as 
defined in the 
district grade 5 
math curriculum. 
This assessment is 
untimed and will be 
administered in 
May. 
 

 
The ERB is a 
standardized 
assessment that is 
norm referenced 
for students in 
suburban districts. 
The ERB 
quantitative 
assessment 
measures how well 
students can utilize 
higher-level 
thinking skills to 
analyze 
mathematical 
concepts, to make 
generalizations, and 
to compare 
quantities 
mathematically. 
This assessment is 
timed and will be 
administered in 
May. 

 
The ERB is a 
standardized 
assessment that is 
norm referenced 
for students in 
suburban districts. 
The ERB Math 
assessment 
measures 
knowledge and 
conceptual 
understanding of 
mathematics as 
well as the 
application and 
integration of 
concepts to solve 
problems and 
compute or 
estimate solutions.  
This assessment is 
timed and will be 
administered in 
May. 

 
Benchmarks are used as 
"checkpoints" to 
monitor progress 
toward meeting 
performance goals 
within and across grade 
levels.  There are three 
district-made 
benchmark assessments 
administered during the 
year to assess where 
students are in regards 
to the grade level 
content addressed up to 
that point in time.  
Benchmarks are 
untimed and 
administered in early 
December, late February 
and early June. 

 
Grades indicate level of 
proficiency toward grade 
level standards.  Unit 
assessments are a measure 
used to determine grades.  

 
Teacher utilizes a 
district made 
performance 
criteria rubric to 
determine the 
score. 

 

You will receive a letter in late August specifying your child’s fifth grade placement.  If you do not wish your 

child to be considered for Accelerated Math in Grade 5, your child may opt out of the ERB and CBA 

testing.  Please notify your child’s teacher in writing by April 28th.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Elementary Curriculum Office at 610-645-1912. Thank you. 


